The age at which women initiate family formation has important social and economic implications. To explore factors that determine age at initiation of childbearing, a non-recursive path model was estimated using data for young women in the National Longitudinal Survey. Results suggest that the young woman's family of orientation has important effects on the age at which she begins family building, Put tl~at the process is not simple or direct. Age at first marriage, educational attainment, and age at family formation are strongly interdependent; however, the process seems to vary by race.
The beginning of family building has long been associated with major changes in the lives of parents. Particularly for the woman, the assumptions of the child-rearing role has traditionally meant the termination of paid employment, at least fora time. Although a higher proportion of mothers have been staying in the labor market in recent years, the majority of women with children under six are not employed (U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1977). In addition, among women enrolled in school, a birth tends to disrupt education (Moore, Waite, Caldwell, and Hofferth, 1978; Presser, 1975; Card, 1978) . The amount of time and money available for leisure, the way couples spend time at home, and the proportion of the family budget devoted to luxuries versus necessities are all likely to change. Moreover, since children represent a lifetime commitment, these changes are likely to be long-lasting. 
POPULATION AND ENVIRONMENT
Although the initiation of childrearing represents a major life cycle transition for most people, the types of changes and their consequences are affected by the age at which this transition occurs. For example, younger childbearers complete significantly less schooling than women who delay family building (Moore, et al., 1978; Card, 1978) . Establishment of a family during the teenage years is also related to having a considerably larger family later in life (Moore and Hofferth, 1978; Trussell and Menken, 1978) . The age at which a women initiates family building also has indirect effects on labor force participation, earnings, and the economic well-being of her household (Hofferth, Moore, & Caldwell, 1978; Hofferth and Moore, 1978) . Women with larger families gain less work experience; those with less schooling make lower wages. And women with large families and low income are more likely to be poor. While more than athird of all first births and nearlya fifth of all births, occur to teenagers (Public Health Service, 1978), we know little about the factors leading to early childbearing or to its postponement. The timing of fertility events has recently received considerable attention (Rindfuss, 1978; Westoff, 1978) ; however, little work has been done in which the initiation of family building is approached within a causal framework.
In this paper, we present an initial attempt to develop a causal model of the age at which a young woman initiates family building. To explore this process, we will try to separate the direct effects of family background from the indirect effects of background as mediated by the woman's own attitudes and goals, her education and age at marriage.
DATA AND METHODOLOGY
The data utilized in this paper are drawn from the National Longitudinal Survey of the Labor Market Experiences of Young Women (hereafter referred to as the N LS). The N LS is funded by the U.S. Department of Labor and is designed and fielded by the Ohio State University and the U.S. Bureau of the Census. The first wave was fielded in 1968 and sampled 5,159 young women between the ages of 14 and 24. Attempts to reinterview these women were made annually through 1973, with additional, short interviews in 1975 and 1977, plus a complete interview in 1978. Only data through 1975 were available for the current analysis. Sample retention has been very good; by 1975, 82 percent of the original sample remained intact. Despite this high
